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so, Prussia declared war on the isth June and on the i6th
invaded Hanover. Bavaria and Saxony declared for Austria, and
the fratricidal war broke out in Germany. All this took place
whilst King Ludwig II had retired with his aide-de-camp to the
Roseninsel (Isle of Roses) in the middle of the Slarnberg Lake, to
pass the 'anniversary of the memorable performance of "Tristan"
in this quiet idyllic spot, in refreshing calm and blissful peace,
far from the bustle of life.'1 The King continued to exclaim:
'I do not want war. I want peace and quiet.' Indignantly Blome
reported: 'Since the loth June the King has been on the Roseninsel
where he lets off fireworks. For three days no one has been able
to speak to him, and this at a moment when peace or war hang in
the balance. People are beginning to believe that the King is
mentally deranged/2 When Ludwig II, at the urgent requests of
his grandfather and Pfordten, was prevailed upon to return to
Munich, he telegraphed to Wagner: '0 sad and lamentable time!
0 this unholy and sinister dispute which turns Germany's will
against Germany.'3

Ludwig I was deeply affected by the development which led
to war and at last had to acknowledge to himself: 'I have done
everything to prevent it, but I have not been successful. What
more remains to be done? I will retain my cheerful spirits. What-
ever happens I must not allow myself to become bitter, but accept
what God sends me.' 'In the year 1848,' the King wrote to his son
Otto, 'when I abdicated, I composed the following verse of four
lines as a reminder to myself:

'What is, will remain;
You should refrain
From useless grief and foolish strife
Would you not cripple all your life.' 4

King Ludwig was now extremely angry with Prussia and
Bismarck. He regarded both as having stirred up a fratricidal war
which would only bring unspeakable misery to Germany. He was
anxious for the unity of Germany but not for the predominance of
North Germany, and regarded Austria, which had been attacked,
as the country which would maintain the German Confederation
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